
Reef Renewal Foundation Bonaire
Communication & Education Internship — Application Form

Thank you for your interest in applying to the Reef Renewal Foundation Bonaire Communication 
& Education Internship. The RRFB internship is a rigorous, full-time program (40 hrs/week) that 
invites participants to gain hands-on experience in marine conservation communications, 
outreach, and education, as well as the daily workings of a non-profit conservation organization.

This position is open to Dutch and American nationals only. Nationals from countries other than the 
Netherlands or the United States may not stay on Bonaire for more than 3 months and are not 
eligible for this program or its associated stipend.

About the program
This internship provides hands-on experience in how a non-profit organization communicates 
science, engages communities, and inspires action to protect coral reefs. You'll work closely 
with RRFB's communications and education teams to help share our story and connect people 
with our mission.

You'll also participate in coral restoration fieldwork, including nursery maintenance and 
outplanting, to gain a full understanding of our operations and strengthen your ability to 
communicate our work from first-hand experience.

This internship is ideal for creative, motivated individuals who enjoy writing, storytelling, and 
engaging with people of all ages. Strong communication skills, confidence as a public speaker, 
and a genuine passion for marine conservation are essential. Photography and videography 
experience is a strong plus.

What you'll be doing
• Managing and creating content for RRFB's social media platforms (Instagram, 

Facebook, LinkedIn)

• Assisting with website updates and content management

• Writing newsletters, blog posts, and outreach materials

• Photographing and filming fieldwork activities for communications use

• Supporting RRFB's educational programs:

◦ Helping create and refine educational materials
◦ Assisting with classroom presentations, snorkel tours, and community workshops

• Participating in coral restoration fieldwork, including nursery maintenance and 
outplanting



Stipend
• Months 1–3: Unpaid. This onboarding and training period is equivalent to a 10-week 

internship.

• Months 4–6: $1,000/month, as your role and independence within the team grow.

Qualifications & requirements
• Dutch or American nationality (Bonaire visa regulations).

• Enrolled in an undergraduate or graduate program, or a recent graduate from a college 
or university.

• Open Water SCUBA diver certification (minimum).

• Strong English writing and speaking skills are essential. Dutch or Papiamentu fluency is 
a plus.

• Comfortable engaging with diverse audiences, including children, students, and 
community groups.

• Creative, organised, and a positive team player able to work independently.

• Experience with Photoshop, Lightroom, and WordPress is preferred (or candidate will be 
trained).

• Physically fit and able to work in the water and sun for extended periods.

• Travel medical insurance and dive insurance are required for the duration of the 
internship.

• Upon selection, applicants must complete a Diver Medical Participant Questionnaire 
from the Divers Alert Network (DAN) prior to arrival.

• Housing and reliable transportation must be provided by the intern.

• BCD and regulator are provided by RRFB. Mask, snorkel, fins, dive computer, and 
wetsuit must be provided by the intern.

Application materials
Please compile all of the following into a single PDF and submit by email:

• Cover letter

• Resume / CV (including contact information for three references)

• Short answers (max 300 words each) to the application questions below

• Writing sample — a blog post, essay, or anything that demonstrates your ability to 
communicate environmental topics

Send your application to: Lola@reefrenewalbonaire.org



Application questions
Please answer each of the following in 300 words or fewer:

1. Which period are you applying for? See our website for available dates.

2. Describe your diving experience in detail: certifications, number of dives, types of diving 
(boat vs. shore), and night diving experience.

3. Tell us about a community outreach or public communication experience you've had. 
Have you done public presentations? Would you consider yourself a strong public 
communicator?

4. Why are you passionate about marine conservation?

5. Why do you want to be an RRFB intern? How does this internship fit with your current 
and future goals?

6. Interns are responsible for their own living expenses. The cost of living in Bonaire ranges 
from approximately $1,300–$2,000/month (including rent, food, and transportation). 
Please describe how you plan to support yourself for the duration of the internship (e.g. 
savings, grants, scholarships).


